


INTRODUCTION
MELPUTTUR NARAYANABHATTA

The author : His life and times

Narayanabhatta of Melputtu} is second only to
Sarkara, the great philosopher in fame, contribution
and achievements as a writer of Kerala origin. The
name ‘“‘Melputtir” stands for his family and it is
Sanskritised as ‘Uparinavagrima’ by the author
himself as also by others. The name is coined as
upari = mel (above), nava = putu (new) and grima
= ar (village). The house was situated near Devi
temple at Candanakkivu about two miles to the
north of the reputed temple of Visgu at Tirunaviya
on the northern bank of the river known as
Bharatappuzha (which is referred to as Nild). His
father was Matrdatta who was known for his
erudition in Mimamsa and allied topics. In fact he
was an authority on Bhitta Mimamsa — the system
popularised by Kumadrila Bhatta. Born in a family
of Nampitiri Brahmins, both the father and the son
were the teachers of a host of eminent disciples. At
the end of the nyaya section of the Prakriyasarvasva,

1 Ullur. S. Parameswara Iyer Keralasahityacaritram,
Trivandrum, 1962, Vol.II, pp.350-394, Vatakkumkur
Rajarajavarma Raja, Keraliya Samskrta Sahitya Caritram,
Reprinted, Sri Sankaracharya Sanskrit University, Kalady,
1988, Vol. III, pp.1-151.; Dr. K.Kunjunni Raja,
Contribution of Kerala to Sanskrit Literature, Madras,
1958, pp.119-152.
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